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1. Improved water safety education

2. Improved participation in active recreation in 
open water

3. Improved access to tamariki from rurally remote 
and deprived areas to water safety education
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Why did you agree to take part in this water safety 
education programme? (tick all that apply and/or select other)
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On average over the school summer holidays, how 
often do you typically play or exercise in open water 

environments? (like lakes, rivers or the ocean) 
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Please rate your opinions of what you learnt during the 
water safety programme
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“I honestly thought it was one of the best things ever…. I 
really loved the way that it was structured with the first two 
days in the pool, getting a lot of theory and the like in that safe 
place before we took them out. I think that gave them a lot of 
confidence.

… And I think it was really nice, having the same group for 
that amount of time for the whole week, because they really 
started to create these beautiful bonds that some of the 
strongest swimmers and weaker swimmers were looking after 
each other by the end of it, … 

… Getting them out into the real-world situations, and being 
able to put the knowledge and theory into practice, I think is 
invaluable.” 

(Queenstown pool instructor)



Our ‘Utopia’ 
Future of Water Safety Education in NZ

≈ Each Summer, residential water safety camps held all around NZ

≈ Typically, families pay but could be subsidised

≈ Short condensed programmes (approx. 20 hrs over 3-5 days)

≈ Range of locations appropriate to region

≈ Collaborative network of educators

≈ Curriculum based on water skills for life competencies
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