

Know the learner


It is important that teaching decisions are based on an accurate understanding of student’s learning strengths and needs; linguistic and cultural background and expertise; out of school experiences and interests.








Student achievement data is used to inform decisions about teaching and learning








Ensure that students’ prior knowledge and experiences are activated and used to build a bridge between what they already know and new knowledge.


Education needs to build on and out of what students bring with them to school. These experiences need to be at the heart of the curriculum. Work at school then also needs to add new ways of seeing the world and doing things to their abilities.








Provide a range of culturally relevant texts, topics, contexts and perspectives.


This is not to say that only Maori contexts are used but that a reasonable balance between ‘mirror’ (reflecting students’ own experiences) and ‘window’ (giving views of other worlds) contexts  are employed.





Use the home language(s), knowledge, and experiences of Maori students as a valuable learning resource in the classroom.


The languages that students bring with them are a key linguistic resource and a crucial foundation for their learning. Bilingual students learn better when they are able to use their first or home language at school. Instruction how to become bicultural in their own culture and NZ culture is essential. It is not necessary to give up who you are in order to be successful in Aotearoa/ NZ.





Make productive links with family and community.


Teachers are not expected to know everything about Maori culture. They can however engage with whanau to gather further information and advice and to strengthen a productive relationship for Maori whanau to be involved in the learning of their students.





Provide high challenge with appropriate level of support Help students achieve challenging learning outcomes by scaffolding the learning using differentiated levels of support


Amplify don’t simplify


NOT just high expectations alone


















































CULTURE COUNTS





PRODUCTIVE PARTNERSHIPS





AKO





Power relationships are shared.


Opportunities for students to be teachers and teachers to be students.
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