Leaders of Learning in Physical Education
Leadership Conferences 2009
Summary
Two great venues, a bunch of passionate leaders in Physical Education mixed with excellent keynote speakers, savvy presenters, and you have a successful recipe for the 2009 Leadership Conferences.  North versus South had two different, yet challenging conferences offering a wide range of workshops for Physical Educators.  
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Christchurch Conference hosted by Department of Sciences and Physical Education

University of Canterbury

Christchurch opened with a bang with an outstanding keynote speaker Chris Jensen covering ‘Leadership in Complex Organisations’.  Many left this session inspired as leaders of Physical Education with information on the qualities required to lead effectively in their own institutions.  Day one was extremely busy with a range of workshops keeping participants on their toes.  Day two had everyone feeling like a fresh university student bolted upright taking in Ian Culpan’s keynote, ‘An idea about an idea in Physical Education’.   Ian certainly had everyone buzzing with his presentation on a social-critical model in Physical Education.  Leaving that keynote and feeling invigorated about our own subject philosophy, more valuable workshops followed involving hour and a half sessions that allowed presenters to work with and get feedback from participants.  Workshops were varied in delivery and content covering: Leading into NZC- teacher as inquirer; What is Inquiry?; Leadership by action, not by position; Including students with disabilities in regular physical education; Nuts and bolts of running a department; Philosophy to practice; Pathways and postgraduate study for PE teachers; Developing students responsibility and leadership through PE; Looking after you, how’s your work life balance; Understanding diversity in order to lead; Multicultural perspectives; Investigating current issues in physical education; How do we meet the challenges of leadership for Primary and Intermediate school PE?; If you do what you have always done, you will get what you always got.   The range of workshops was comprehensive and participants liked both the variety and the leadership context.  
What an outstanding venue for networking at the Ilam Homestead Function Centre for drinks and nibbles.  Great to catch up, meet and mingle with like minded and forward thinking 
physical educators.  
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Ilam Homestead – social function venue

The Christchurch committee included: Brent Gray, Lorna Gillespie, Sue McBain, Judy Bruce and Jackie Cowan.  Well done team on an informative, successful and smooth running Conference.  The school of Sciences and Physical Education at University of Canterbury proved to be a beautiful setting and we thank Ian Culpan for securing the venue on behalf of PENZ.
The Department of Sport and Recreation at AUT University provided the venue for the North Island Conference.  Great lecture rooms and a gymnasium that was envied by all!  The opening Conference keynote ‘What is Physical Education Anyway?’ was a role play by a theatre company ConArtists.  This presentation, received with mixed reviews by participants,  became the focus for breakout interest groups.  Useful feedback was provided at the end of the day by groups on key themes emerging from this presentation.  Ten workshops were held on the Monday, covering a wide range of topics including:  Inquiry-based learning; the integrated curriculum; making informed decisions about teaching and learning; a bird’s eye view of being educated through the physical; and, if you do what you have always done, you will get what you have always got.  Again, great to meet with a range of HOD’s, Physical Educators and Subject Advisors during the social networking occasion to discuss the day and  discuss items of interest about our subject.
Tuesday’s keynote highlighting leadership of change was presented by Pip Woodward, Deputy Principal at Otumoetai College. Titled ‘Leading Vision to Practice: Everything has Change – We’re Working on this Together?  Pip had everyone’s attention with her U-Tube clip on ‘herding cats’ and the quality and delivery of her message was very effective.  
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Mandy Tipa and Natasha Hemara workshop new ways of doing things

Twelve workshops followed the keynote including:  New EOTC guidelines; Changes to standards offer opportunities for new programmes; Career pathways; Romeo and Juliet fused with PE in the primary school; Leading curriculum PE in the Primary School; Kiwisport and SPARC;  Teaching and learning of aquatic skills; Developing ways of working as a team; Teaching skill or games education in P.E.; Traditional Maori Sport – Ki o Rahi; Growing Leaders.  Excellent feedback was received on day two from participants, many wanting to be able to be in two places at once due to the quality of the workshops.   
The Auckland Committee thought outside the square and without them, this successful conference would not have taken place.  A big thank you to the team of Siobhan Harrod, Denise Atkins, Kylie Thompson, Anne McKay and Darren Powell.  
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Sue Emerson and Rob Gambolati workshop “Growing Leaders”

Comprehensive evaluations by participants for both conferences are on the website.  
Lesley Park – Subject Advisor

PENZ
